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Insert Name of Party:__________________________________________________ 

Insert Address of Party:________________________________________________ 

Insert Case or Cause No:_______________________________________________ 

The above mentioned party hereby engages Aaron Sams, hereafter referred to as “the expert witness,” to serve 

as an expert witness in the above mentioned case or cause according to the below mutually agreed upon 

provisions: 

1. Independent Nature of Services: The expert witness's services will be delivered in a manner that is 

independent, impartial and objective. The expert witness does not warrant the outcome of this matter, 

and neither the amount nor payment of the expert witness’s fees are contingent on any result. 

 

2. Reliance on Expert Reports: If the expert witness prepares a report as part of this engagement, the use 

of any such report shall be limited to litigation of the above referenced matter. The expert report may not 

be used or relied on, in whole or in part, for any other purposes. 

 

3. Confidentiality and Recordkeeping: The expert witness will maintain the confidentiality of all 

information and documentation received during his work and will abide by all court orders and 

applicable professional standards regarding the disclosure of information relating to this matter. 

 

4. Other Clients and Matters: The value of the expert witness’s services to you and your client is based, 

in part, on the expert witness’s reputation for independent professionalism and integrity. It is possible 

that the expert witness may be engaged by other law firms representing parties adverse to you or your 

client in other matters in the future. Your engagement of the expert witness’s services is expressly 

conditioned on your agreement not to use the fact of our current or previous engagement by other 

counsel in other matters as a means to enhance or diminish the credibility of the expert witness’s 

opinions or testimony in this matter or in any other matter. 

 

5. Subpoenas and Testimony:  In the event that the expert witness or any of his affiliates  

are required by subpoena or other legal process to provide testimony or produce 

documents relating to the expert witness’s services or work product in connection with this engagement, 

whether as an expert or percipient witness, and whether in court, deposition, arbitration or in any other 

proceeding, and regardless of the identity of the party requiring such testimony or production of 

documents, your party agrees to compensate the expert witness for the time incurred in connection with 

preparation for and provision of such testimony and/or documents at our $500 hourly rate in effect at 

that time for expert/testimonial services and to reimburse reasonable actual expenses. The foregoing 

shall not apply to the extent that a third party pays our fees or expenses. 

 

6. Hold Harmless and Limitation of Liability: To assure that our services in this matter can be rendered 

freely and independently, your party agrees to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the expert witness 

and any affiliates from and against any and all liabilities, losses, costs and expenses relating to our 

expert witness consulting or testimonial services under this engagement. The foregoing shall not apply 

to any matter resulting from the expert witness’s gross negligence or willful misconduct. In any case, 

however, the total collective liability of the expert witness and his affiliates for all claims of any kind 

arising out of, relating to or connected with this engagement shall be limited to the total fees paid to the 

expert witness under this engagement. 
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7. Recordkeeping: Our policy is to maintain a case file for this matter for one year after the latest of a 

settlement, verdict, judgment, dismissal, our last testimony or other final disposition in this matter. After 

this time, we will destroy our case file. If an appeal is filed or if there is any other reason you desire that 

we maintain our case file after this period, it is your responsibility to notify us of this fact in writing 

before we destroy our case file. 

 

8. Confidentiality: We have performed an internal search for potential conflicts of interest based on the 

names of the parties you have provided. As of the date of this letter, we have not found any conflicts of 

interest with respect to the presently identified parties. We are engaged by new clients everyday and 

therefore cannot assure that, following our employment, an engagement for a party or related person will 

not be accepted elsewhere. To minimize the chance of a conflict of interest with opposing parties, we 

suggest that you disclose to them our retention as soon as possible. Should any potential conflict come to 

our attention, we will advise you immediately. 

 

9. Termination:  Any party may terminate this agreement effective upon written notice to the other parties. 

In such case, your party shall be obligated to pay our fees and costs incurred through the effective date 

of such termination. Your party agrees to waive all claims and release the expert witness and his 

affiliates  from liability for any damages whatsoever that may arise as a result of our termination of this 

agreement. 

 

10. Billing Policy: It is the expert witness’s policy to collect a $5,000 retainer and receive the fully executed 

engagement letter before we begin providing services.  Fees, with costs, will be billed to your party 

monthly during periods of activity on your behalf. Your party shall also be billed for out-of-pocket 

expenses such as delivery service, postage, travel, meals and lodging, and any other miscellaneous 

expenses at cost. Invoiced amounts are due and payable upon receipt of invoice.  

 

By fully executing a duplicate original of this letter and sending it to us, your party is confirming that the 

terms of this letter became effective as of the first date we rendered services in connection with this 

engagement. In this regard, any and all fees for services performed prior to the execution of this letter, 

out-of-pocket costs and overhead charges incurred during such time period, will be billed to your party, 

and any invoice presented to you that includes such billings is due and payable upon presentation of the 

invoice. 

 

If your party disagrees with our fees as shown on any invoice, or with any of our services hereunder, 

please contact the expert witness directly. Typically, the expert witness works to resolve such 

disagreements to the satisfaction of both parties with little inconvenience or formality. If all parties are 

unable to resolve a dispute, the parties agree that any such dispute will be submitted for resolution by 

mediation at the Bexar County Dispute Resolution Center.    

 

Notwithstanding the above, if the amount of the fees and expenses in dispute are less than $20,000, the 

parties agree that the expert witness shall have the right to utilize the Bexar County Justice of the Peace 

Courts to resolve our dispute. Further, and in any event, the prevailing party will be entitled to recover 

its reasonable attorney's fees and court costs. 
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11. Late Payment & Collection Policy: Any invoices which are past due 3 days or more are subject to a 

service charge of ten percent (10%) per annum, compounded monthly. If any invoices are past due more 

than 3 days, we may terminate services until your account is paid in full. Notwithstanding the above 

terms, all unpaid retainers, fees, expenses and interest must be paid in full prior to deposition, arbitration 

or trial testimony or the delivery of a report and/or other work products.  

 

12. Right to Withhold Services and/or Withdraw: Without liability on the expert witness’s part and 

without regard to the stage of litigation, the expert witness shall have the right to withhold providing 

services (including delivering any report or providing testimony) or withdraw completely, at the expert 

witness’s sole option, if any invoices are not timely paid or if the expert witness determines that an 

irreconcilable conflict has arisen.  

 

13. Fee Schedule: Below is an overview of the expert witness’s fees: 

 

___$500/Hour ($5,000 retainer required to be paid at engagement) 

a. Miscellaneous Expenses (i.e. travel & meals, lodging, shipping & postage, etc.) – Billed At Cost 

 

 

14. Retainer: It is the expert witness’s policy to collect a retainer and receive the fully executed engagement 

letter before the provision of any services. This retainer will be applied to our final invoice for this 

matter. The retainer for this matter shall be $5,000.  This retainer will be applied to the expert witness’s 

final invoice for time and expenses, with any unused amount refunded to the party who paid the retainer 

unless that party directs, in writing, that the refund be paid to a different party. 

  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 

The parties to this agreement hereby acknowledge their understanding of the provisions of this agreement and 

agree to be bound accordingly. 

 

Party Member’s (or authorized representative) Written Name:_______________________________________ 

Party Member’s (or authorized representative) Signature:___________________________________________ 

Signature Date:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expert Witness’s Name:  Aaron Sams 

Expert Witness’s Signature:___________________________________________________________________ 

Signature Date:_____________________________________________________________________________ 


